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was so grand a secret to those concerned in the expedition, having been intrusted to a female politician on land, it waa soon discovered to the enemy, for which reason oui 01 dera were countermanded, befoie we reached the place of action, and our forces received dnections to land at Ostend
Soon after this happened that memorable battle at Steen-knk, which, as very few at that time could dive into the reason of, and mistaken accounts of it have passed foi authentic, I will mention somewhat moie particulaily, the undertaking was bold, and, as mary thought, bolder than was consistent with the chai actei of the \\ ise undei talci Nevei -thelcss, the Fiench having taken Namur, and, as the malcontents alleged in the veiy sight of a supenor army, and nothing having been done by land of any moment, things weie blown into such a dangerous fcimentation, by a malicious and lying spmt, that King William found himself undei a necessity of attempting something that might appease the muimuis ol the people lie knew very well, though spoke in the senate, that it was not ti ue that his forces at the siege of Nnnuu, exceeded those of the enemy, no man could be moie aflhcted than he at the oveiflowing of the Mehaigne, from the continual lams, which obstiuctcd the iclief he had designed foi that impoitant place , yet since hismahgneis made <in ill use of these false topics, to insinuate that he had no mind to put an end to the war, he was icsolvecl to evince the coritian, by showing them that he was not afiaid to vcntuie his lilo for the better obtaining what was so much desneil
To that purpose, receiving intelligence tlut the Duke of Luxemberglay strongly encamped at Steenknk, neai Knghiea (though ho was sensible he must pass thiough many defiles to engage lam, and that the many thickets between the two aimies would fiequcntly aifoid him new difliculties), he to-solved theie to attack him Om tioops at iiibt weie foiced to hew out their passage foi the horse, and theie was no one difficulty that his imagination had diawn that was lessened by e\peiience, and yet so piospeious wcio his aims at the beginning, that our troops had made themselves masteis oi seveial pieces of the enemy's cannon But the lather he advanced, the ground giowing stiaightcr, so straight as not to admit his army's being diawn up in battalia, the tioops behind could not give timely succour to those engaged, and the cannon we had taken was loicibly left behind in order to